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59677 1Ay "9 Xp1Y 1 nRx P13 — Blessed are You, Hashem, Who
! heals the sick of His people, Yisrael. Although HaKadosh Baruch Hu is Xpi™
3 52, not only X2 123 — as we say in ¥ WK — nevertheless, the
concept that refuas hanefesh comes before refuas haguf is a purely Jewish
one, based on the teachings of the Torah. Accordingly, sickness should be
b viewed as a message frem Hafadosh Baruch Hu to the patient to do
teshuvah.
By the way, the proper inflection of the wording of this berachah is: T2
9877 My 19 X 1 ARK and not 5w Sy "N XD as many people
erroneously say.
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< brwr my b xom Lhw
Kinvg Wrao Hears tuar Sick oF
His NATION YISROEL

he eminent Rosh Yeshiva of Ponovezh, Rav Shmuel Rasovsky, raised
the following questions regarding this beracha.

1. Why do we say .xom 7o, “For You are Hashem, our
King, the faithful and compassionate healer.”” What does
the fact that He is King have to do with His powers of
healing? -

2. Why does the concluding blessings say 25w may 11 xom,
Hashem “heals the sick of His people, Yisroel”? Doesn’t
he heal the sick of all the other nations?

| Rav Shmuel answers: Regarding the Kingship of Hashem, just as a human

king has the ability to commute the death sentence of his subjects, so -

Hashem, a Divine King has the power to heal a person who seems destined - -

to die from an immediate and fatal illness. With regard to the second

question, even though it true that Hashem is the healer of all mankind,

CQ yet the manner in which He attends to the needs of His people, Yisroel, is
not.the same as the way in which he heals the other people of the world.

For He heals the other nations through the laws of nature, whereas Buei -
ﬁmm of nature, and therefore beyond the

my C

coffprehension of mankind.
PP IXe

1| hus the words 7 and 5xw» are mentoned here to point out these
two facts: First, that He heals beyond the laws of nature, and secondly,
that He does so for the sake of Buei Yisroel
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